Port Washington Public Library Oral History Collection
ESTATE WORKERS

Davis, William (c. 1908 -    ). Estate superintendent.

Superintendent, Tiffany estate, 1928 - c. 1937, Thieriot estate, Oyster Bay, c. 1937-67; duties; training at Farmingdale; association with other estate workers; professional affiliations, meetings; qualities of superintendents, workers; payday; stag party; death of Mr. Thieriot; Italian and Polish workers; Depression; recent decline in estates.

8 pages.     Open.    Interviewer - Elly Shodell.     1988.

Gaeta, Joseph J. (1904 -1987). Aviator.

Early flying experiences, 1920s; work as a pilot for Tommy Hitchcock, 1930s and '40s; friendships with other "Gold Coast" pilots; description of flights.

7 pages.    Open.    Interviewer - Elly Shodell.     1983.

Giunta, Sebastian "Ben" (1910 -    ). Construction worker.

Construction worker: Pennoyer estate, Glen Cove, Junius Morgan estate, Locust Valley; work experiences: clearing trees, constructing road, Mills estate, Glen Head; swimming pool, Woolworth estate; hierarchy on estates; ethnic background of construction workers; maintenance of large estates; employers' relationship with superintendents; horses on Guggenheim estate, Sands Point.

7 pages.    Open.    Interviewer - Elly Shodell.     1987.

Gregory, John (1917 -    ). Estate grounds keeper.

Work on Coe estate, 1962-83; Coe estate in the 1920s and '30s: boarding houses, livestock, stables, fox-hunting, horse-drawn farm implements; ethnic, educational and work background; estate environment; working conditions; pensions; memories of groundsmen; social life.

Reminiscences of: Mr. and Mrs. Coe, Mr. McVicker, Superintendents Marshall and Carter. 

16 pages.     Open.    Interviewers - Professor Richard Harmond and Tom Vincittorio.     1987.

ESTATE WORKERS (contd.)

Hanson, Margaret (c.1901 -1997). Butler's wife. See also Smith, Betty.

Hanson's husband's duties as valet, John W. Davis estate, Locust Valley, 1920s-50s; life on the estate; hierarchy of staff; description of numerous photographs; husband's background in England: valet to ambassador; Butler's Ball; British War Relief; Hanson's hospitality to British soldiers during World War II; Smith's husband's employment with Mr. Davis: busboy, gardener, chauffeur; class distinction among staff on large estates and small estates; changing times.

Reminiscences of: John W. Davis.

16 pages.     Open.    Interviewer - Elly Shodell.     1987.

Hooper, Alfred (1904 - c.1986). Lewis Oil Company employee.

Masonry work on the Harry Guggenheim estate, 1923-27; caddying for the Guggenheims.

6 pages.     Open.    Interviewer - Elly Shodell.     1983.

Hults, Clifford F. (1926 - 2001). Lewis Oil Company employee.

Life and work of grandfather, Allie (Alfred) Hults: Gould estate decorator, 1910s and 1920s; Superintendent, Harry Guggenheim estate, 1930s: "Allie's" cottage, description of interior; tools; Guggenheim style of life; machinery and equipment on the estate; vacations in Cayne Hoyt; other workers on the estate.

Reminiscences of: Mr. McKay, Mr. Baikie, Mr. Richardson, "Mr. Dan" Guggenheim, Uncle Will Cocks.

35 pages.     Open.    Interviewer - Elly Shodell.     1983.

Jones, Gordon (    -    ). Director, Planting Fields Arboretum.

Director, Planting Fields Arboretum (Coe estate), Oyster Bay, 1957-present; superintendents' ethnic and occupational backgrounds; gardeners and horticulturists on Long Island; North Shore Horticultural Society; National Association of Gardeners; flower shows in New York City.

Reminiscences of: Jock Whitney, William R. Coe, superintendents Richardson, Marshall and Carter, Everitt Miller.

ESTATE WORKERS (contd.)

5 pages.     Open.    Interviewer - Professor Richard Harmond.     1987.

Lowrie, Ellen (    -    ). Estate parlormaid.

Guggenheim estate (Falaise); household routine; elaborate breakfasts; Capt. and Mrs. Guggenheim's itineraries; famous visitors; Lindbergh book; operation of household; rooms in the mansion, Guggenheim as avid horseman; entertaining Sunday guests; politicians; winter residence in N.Y.C. 

10 pages.  Open.  Interviewer- Richard Winsche of the Nassau County Museum.  1971. 

MacKinnon, Mary (    -    ). Wife of estate superintendent.

Husband's background as gardener for castles in Scotland; coming to join his brother in America, 1929; superintendent on Powell estate, Glen Cove, 1938-64; relationship with Mrs. Powell; participation in flower shows; recollections of staff; working conditions; sharing in produce and livestock; living in Powell's daughter's house; socializing with Powell family; parties for staff; wages; effect of Depression; Mary MacKinnon's employment.

10 pages.     Open.    Interviewer - Elly Shodell.     1988.

Mclntyre, Marian (    -    ). Estate secretary, nurse.

Demise of large estates; typical day of domestic worker; enduring friendships; cooperation among staff; quality of workers; relationship with mistress; dual residences; Christmas time: staff as part of family.

Reminiscences of: Betty Smith.

4 pages.     Open.    Interviewer - Elly Shodell.     1987.

Mclntyre, Marian (    -    ). Estate secretary, nurse. See also Smith, Betty.

Coming to America from Scotland; Christmas on estate, Christmas stockings; generosity of estate owner: celebrations, housing, charity; death of John W. Davis [Locust Valley], owner, continuity of estate; subdivision; ethnic diversity of staff; hierarchy: inside and outside staff, upstairs and downstairs staff; typical work day; employment agency; sponsorship; socializing among staff; loyalty to estate owners; famous visitors.

17 pages.     Open.     Interviewer - Elly Shodell.     1987.

ESTATE WORKERS (contd.)

McKay, Bob (  -  ).  Superintendent, Harry Guggenheim estate.

Audio only, approx. 20 minutes.  Interviewer - Richard Winsche, 1971.

Mahoney, Thomas (1912 -    ). Policeman.

Mahoney, John (1910 - 1990). Plumber, maintenance, P.W. Police Dept.

Mahoney, George (1917 - 2004). Police Sergeant (PAL).

Years as caddies on the Harry Guggenheim estate, early 1920s; descriptions of golfing practices; father, Patrick's work on Gould estate; early years on the Van Waart estate.

8 pages.    Open.    Interviewer - Elly Shodell.     1983. 

Marra, Joseph R. (1907 - prior to 2000, when wife died). Pharmacist.

Father, Abele's work at Castlegould and Harry Guggenheim's estate.

Reminiscences of: Mr. Baikie, Mr. Leyden.

4 pages.    Open.    Interviewer - Elly Shodell.     1983.

Miller, Everitt (    -    ). Estate superintendent.

Superintendent on Coe estate, Oyster Bay, 1949-54; Assistant Director, Longwood Gardens (duPont estate), 1954- ; description of Coe estate from slides; driving around grounds; interest in horticulture, favorite flowers; background of staff; relationship with Mr. Coe; restoration of grounds; transplanting; wages and costs; acquisition of estate by New York State; interview between Mr. Coe and Mr. Miller.

Reminiscences of: Mr. Coe, the duPonts.

Interview courtesy of Planting Fields Foundation.

14 pages (excerpts).     Open.    Interviewer - Charles Peterson.     1978.

Nicoll, Gert Crampton (1906 - 1997). Teacher.

Childhood on the William Bourke Cockran estate (Harbor Acres); Crampton family life: emigration from Ireland, 1840s; farm work on the Cockran estate: division of labor, relationships among employees; descriptions of living quarters; holiday celebrations; work 
ESTATE WORKERS (contd.)

areas: dairy, gardens, barn, chicken coops, grazing areas; father's role as superintendent of the estate, 1890s-1920.

Reminiscences of: Kehoes, Aikens, Partykas, Cockrans, William "Pa" Crampton, Cecilia 
Crampton and other members of the Crampton family.

31 pages.     Open.    Interviewer - Elly Shodell.     1983.  NOTE: NYCH
Romeskie, Theodore (1918 -    ). Chauffeur.

Chauffeuring for Carver family, Locust Valley, 1948-65; discussion of cars; celebrities, royalty, politicians; family history; estates' role in economy of Long Island; physical description of estates.

Reminiscences of: J.P. Morgan, W.D. Guthrie.

5 pages.     Open.    Interviewer - Elly Shodell.     1986.  NOTE: NYSCA


Rumbelow, Megan Richards (1919 -    ). Housewife.

Father, Edmund Richards' work as dairyman on Harry Guggenheim estate, 1939-47; emigration from Wales, 1917; years in New Jersey; high quality of cows on Guggenheim estate; work routine; diary excerpts; skills as a dairyman; home on Pleasant Avenue; social life; maintaining Welsh traditions in America.

Reminiscences of: Mr. McKay, Mr. Hults, Mr. Dunn, Mr. Harry Guggenheim, Mr. Evan Williams (uncle).

40 pages.    Open.    Interviewer - Elly Shodell.     1983.

Smith, Betty (1907 - 1998). First kitchenmaid, nurse/companion.

Early employment in Scotland: factory worker, nursemaid; coming to the United States; duties as kitchenmaid on large estate; hierarchy of staff; meeting husband; cooking for a boarding house; care of elderly woman; respect for employers; demise of large estates.

4 pages.    Open.    Interviewer - Elly Shodell.     1987.

ESTATE WORKERS (contd.)

Smith, Betty (1907 - 1998).  First kitchenmaid. See also Hanson, Margaret.

Hanson's husband's duties as valet, John W. Davis estate, Locust Valley, 1920s-50s; life on the estate; hierarchy of staff; description of numerous photographs; husband's background in England: valet to ambassador; Butler's Ball; British War Relief; Hanson's hospitality to British soldiers during World War II; Smith's husband's employment with Mr. Davis: busboy, gardener, chauffeur; class distinction among staff on large estates and small estates; changing times.

Reminiscences of: John W. Davis.

16 pages.    Open.    Interviewer - Elly Shodell.     1987.

Smith, Betty (1907 - 1998). First kitchenmaid. See also Mclntyre, Marian.

Coming to America from Scotland; Christmas on the estate, Christmas stockings; generosity of estate owner: celebrations, housing, charity; death of owner, continuity of estate; subdivision; ethnic diversity of staff; hierarchy: inside and outside staff, upstairs and downstairs staff; typical work day; employment agency; sponsorship; socializing among staff; camaraderie; loyalty to estate owners; famous visitors.

17 pages.    Open.    Interviewer - Elly Shodell.     1987.

Sucilsky, Alec (1900 -    ). Chauffeur/foreman.

Work on the Daniel and Harry Guggenheim estates, 1918-71: driving the horses, chauffeuring, green-house work; home life on Pleasant Avenue; pension; social life among the workers; ethnic interactions.

Reminiscences of: Mr. Baikie, Mr. Bob McKay, the Pattersons.

20 pages.    Open.    Interviewer - Elly Shodell.    Open.

Troiano, Louis (1898 -1992). Carpenter.

Odd jobs during the summers around the Gould and Guggenheim estates, early 1900s; descriptions of the Gould property and the workers on it; descriptions of the "Hicksville" area of Port Washington.

21 pages.     Open.    Interviewer - Elly Shodell.     1984.

ESTATE WORKERS (contd.)

Valentine, Roswell E. (    -    ). Son of estate gardener.

Family history: emigration from England to Massachusetts, 1630; early Hempstead; farm in Dix Hills, early 1700s; Depression; father's career: head gardener, William J. Matheson estate, Lloyd Neck, 1918-42; childhood reminiscences: parties, rum running; daily routine; housing; socializing; diversity of workers; lifestyle of estate owners; relations with Mr. Matheson; wages; "skimming".

Reminiscences of: Mrs. Wood (Mr. Matheson's daughter) and her son.

12 pages.    Open.    Interviewers - Professor Richard Harmond and Tom Vincittorio.     1987.

Walker, Doris Casey (1916 -    ). Daughter of Jonas Casey, chauffeur for Audibert family, 1913-1934.

Jonas Casey (1883-1962), chauffeur, started as private chauffeur for the Clark family in Boston, where he married the family’s baby nurse, Ann Nolan.  He and his wife worked for the Whiting family, owners of Whiting Brush Co.  In 1913, when their daughter Natalie Whiting married X.M. Audibert, stockbroker at Gude, Winmill & Co. and later director of Whiting-Adams Co., Casey was transferred to Manhattan to work for them.  The Audiberts rented various Gold Coast estates in the summers in Glen Head and Locust Valley and the Higginson and Robinson estates in Old Westbury, and were members of the Piping Rock Club.  After 1934, when chauffeur jobs were made scarce, Casey worked briefly for H.B.H. Ripley, until the WWII gas restrictions made him lose that job.  His last job was during the war in the Civilian Air Corps.  Description of the types of chauffeur uniforms, salaries, other estate staff and the Maryknoll Garage in Manhattan where all the chauffeurs would gather are mentioned.  
Reminiscences are included of the pebble drives, which all the estates had and which meant the workers could always hear the cars coming in.

51 pages.  Open.  Interviewer - Cheryl Walker, daughter of Doris Casey Walker.  1994.

Williams, Evan (1905 -    ). Chauffeur.

Work on the Solomon Guggenheim estate, 1923-25; childhood years in Festinniog, Wales, 1905-21; farming work on the Guggenheim's Elberon estate, New Jersey, 1920s; chauffeuring: description of Guggenheim cars, garage life, driving experiences; work on the Payne Whitney estate, Manhasset, late 1920s.

Reminiscences of: Mr. Thomas Stokes, the McKays. 

ESTATE WORKERS (contd.)

21 pages.    Open.    Interviewer - Elly Shodell. 1984.

Zembko, Ruth (1906 -1989) Cook.

Emigration from Sweden, 1925; interview at employment agency; duties as kitchenmaid, Tuxedo Park (N.J.); description of kitchen; work on J. P. Morgan estate, Arthur Loew estate, 1928-35; hierarchy of staff; ethnic background; typical work day; socializing among staff; wages; waitress at Child's, Schrafft's; demolition of estate.

7 pages.   Open.  Interviewer - Elly Shodell.     1987.
